Harry Randolph Taylor
Harry’s family was probably the wealthiest of those from which our soldiers came. He died on 27th November, 1917.
In 1911, Harry was 20 years old and described as a student. His war records show his town of residence as Bristol, and he enlisted in the 12th battalion of the London Regiment as a rifleman (= private). 

In the years 1911/12 he attended the West of Scotland Agricultural College’s Dairy School at Kilmarnock, where he followed a six months’ course in the Theory and Practice of Dairying. 

A letter of commendation exists which says:-

“Harry Randolph Taylor has achieved his Senior Certificate in Dairying and the National Diploma in Dairying, issued by the Royal Agricultural Society and the Highland Agricultural Society of Scotland.”
“ . . is willing and obliging, and has a good general knowledge of scientific dairying and an intimate knowledge of the different methods of milk testing and keeping milk records . . ”
“He is a young man of more than average ability . . . has an exemplary character . . . can be recommended.”

The letter was issued on 23rd March, 1914.

It might be speculated that Harry wanted to enter Bristol University where he was living when he enlisted – hence the letter of recommendation, though it is not addressed to anyone specific - but that is only surmise. He might have been working in agriculture in the West Country.

Harry’s family
Harry’s address is shown as “Wellsdale”, Gathurst Lane. It is a substantial property, still to be seen, which was occupied in 1911 by Matthew Butterworth Taylor, (called Benjamin on the census but Butterworth on the Recreation Ground Trust Deed), a 61‑year-old retired grocer from Horwich, his wife Hannah, three children and (on census day) a visitor. Harry’s father was the brother of W H S Taylor who owned a grocery business in Market Street, Wigan, but later moved to Hart Common, Westhoughton.

10 years earlier Mr Taylor had still been working, and the family had been living at 144 Chapel Lane where the census also records a servant in the house. In 1891 the census shows Harry as a 7-months-old third child of the family, which was living at 100 Chapel Lane.

When the Standish Hall estate was being auctioned off, Mr Taylor bought land at the bottom of Gathurst Lane from 138 ‑ 156, and built his own house, “Wellsdale”, on one of the plots.

Harry’s father was one of the original trustees of the Shevington Recreation Ground. The Recreation Ground was entrusted to the people of Shevington “to be used for any purposes calculated to promote the spiritual moral intellectual or physical welfare and the reasonable recreation advantage or benefit of the residents in the Townships of Shevington and of the Parish of St. Anne’s Church.”
Harry’s letters
Two postcards and a letter written by Harry when he was a soldier have come into the possession of a distant relative of Harry.
Both postcards, written from the Front, were addressed to Miss Taylor at Wellsdale – that could be Mildred or Ethel, his aunts. They were dated 20th and 21st October, 1917.
(1) “Many thanks for your letter. My PCs have been lost in transit. Will write in a day or so. Au revoir. Harry”

(2) “Most of my PCs have gone west. Posted one yesterday and this one today, and trust one of the two arrives safely. Au revoir. Harry”
On 16th May, 1917, Harry wrote from Deepcut Barracks to his cousin, Walter Carrington Taylor, who was in the Royal Army Medical Corps.
“Above you will find a short account of my present address. I am still in England. Haven’t heard anything yet about transfer. Have you? It may come through because all the people who came through same time as me are now on draft except the con merchants. Our battalion went over the top April 9th at Telegraph Hill near Arras (?). Perhaps you will have seen all the nice things the papers have been saying about them lately. In spite of the fact that they made a decent show, I’m jolly glad I wasn’t there. I dare say you will have unloaded lots of them.”
“Jim Woods joined the Royal Artillery and was on his way to Gosport and travelled on the same train as me from Wigan, May 5th last, to London. You might drop me a line as soon as you can to let me know how you’re getting on. Food is of the poorest quality. 6d a pint. Haven’t anything really to write about. Au revoir. Harry”

What happened to Harry?

The records show Harry as being recruited into the 12th battalion of the London Regiment. This battalion appears to have been incorporated into the 56th division of the British Army. The 56th division was involved in fighting at the battle of Cambrai in November and December 1917.
In particular, the 56th division was involved in the capture of Bourlon Wood, 23rd – 28th November, 1917. Since Harry died on 27th November, and is remembered at the Cambrai Memorial, it is possible that he died in that action.
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This is the area around the village of Ternier where several battalions of the London Regiment were attempting to break through the Hindenburg Line near St Quentin. The infantry were supported by tanks.

[image: image2.jpg]



This is the area today, about 208 kilometres south east of Calais.

“At Bourlon the Germans suffered heavy casualties. Despite this, the Germans closed and there was fierce fighting. British units displayed reckless determination; one group of eight British machine guns fired over 70,000 rounds in their efforts to stem the German advance. The concentration of British effort to hold the ridge was impressive but allowed the German advance elsewhere greater opportunity. Only counter-attacks by the Guards Division, the arrival of British tanks and the fall of night allowed the line to be held.”
(from Wikipedia)
Harry’s body was never identified.
Harry’s battalion
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